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The Prophet’s Love

Other than the faith in and following the Prophet (alus A5 ~le 4l La), another dimension of our
relationship with him is our love for him. In Islam, having faith and following his
commandments is not acceptable without love. In certain circumstances, following without love
is hypocrisy. Love with the Prophet should not be a formality. This love must be dominant over
all other loves. The closest relation and the most favorite things should be considered nothing in
front of this love. Everything must be sacrificed for this love, but it should not be sacrificed for
anything. Quran describes the standard for this kind of love.
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O Prophet, tell them: If your fathers, your sons, your brothers, your spouses, your relatives, the wealth that
you have acquired, the business in which you fear a loss, and the homes which you like are dearer to you
than Allah, His Messenger, and making Jihad (struggle) in His Way, then wait until Allah brings about His
decision. Allah does not guide the transgressors. (Al Tauba 9:24)

Prophet (alws Ay ~de 4l ) explained this reality in different ahadith (plural of hadith, a
description of Prophet’s saying or practice).
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Prophet said: None of you can become a perfect believer unless he loves me more than his parents, children
and all other human beings.

Another hadith is:
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The person possessing these three attributes will enjoy the sweetness of faith: (1) (S)he loves Allah and His
prophet more than anyone else; [(2) (S)he loves anyone only for the sake of God; (3) (S)he hates returning
back to disbelieve like his / her hate for burning in fire.]

Here it must be clarified that the love of Prophet (alws Al 5 e &) La) under discussion is not like
the emotional love of a person with his family or relatives. It is a rational and a principle-oriented
love that anyone has with some principle. Based on this association, (s)he keeps this principle
and view point above all priorities. (S)he sacrifices everything, every other principle, his / her all
desires and decisions for this principle, but does not sacrifice this principle for anything.

For the dominance of this principle of Prophet’s love, (s)he leaves everything at low priority and
does not accept this principle at a lower priority. If his/her own emotions resist in following this
principle, (s)he fights with them. If the demands of his/her family are in contradiction with this
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principle, (s)he always prioritize this principle and rejects the demand of his / her family or
nation.

Prophet (alus A 5 mle &) JLa) himself clarified that this love is principle-oriented and rational.

The person who loves with my path (sunnah), actually loves me. The person who loves me will be with me in
the Paradise.

The Love without Following & the Following without Love

From this detail, it is clear that our faithful relationship with the Prophet (plus A5 ~de Al L)
cannot be established without the basis of having faith in him, following him, adopting his
practice and loving him. It can be derived from various indications that the “following-without-
love” is hypocrisy and the “love-without-following” is a deviation from his religion.

Quran contains clear verdicts that the following-without-love is a form of hypocrisy. When Islam
established a political state at Madina, various villagers from the outskirts of Madina started
following the Islamic laws and teachings. This submission was merely due to political reasons,
not on the basis of a sincere and trustworthy faith in and love with Allah and His Prophet.

On various occasions, they claimed that they were doing a favor to the Prophet and Islam and
thus were believers. Quran asked the Prophet (alus ~5 ~le 4l La) to tell them that a person
cannot become a ‘believer’ if he accepts the submission to Islamic law. Sincerity and love is an
essential condition to become a true ‘believer’. Your minds and hearts are free from this sincerity
and love, therefore, your claim for faith is not correct.

The Bedouin Arabs say: "We have believed." Tell them: "You have not believed; rather say 'We have
submitted (to law);’ for faith has not yet found its way into your hearts. (Al Hujurat 49:14)
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The other side of this coin, “the ‘love-without-following’ is a deviation from the Prophet’s
religion”, is derived from various verses and ahadith.

Tell the people O Muhammad: "If you sincerely love Allah, then follow me; Allah will also love you and
forgive you your sins. Allah is Forgiving, Merciful. ”(Aal Imran 3:31)
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The person who loves with my path (the Sunnah), actually loves me. The person who loves me will be with me
in the Paradise.]

In this verse, Quran has described the method of loving God i.e. following the Prophet. Without
adopting the practices of Prophet, all methods of loving God are deviations from the religion.

Similarly the Prophet (alus A5 ~le &) L) clarified in this hadith that the method of loving the
Prophet is that that one only loves him if (s)he follows his teachings and acts according to them.
In certain other ahadith, he forbade any extremism in his love similar to the extremism of some
Christians in love of Prophet Jesus (a3l 53 sball mle),

It is clear from the instructions of the Prophet himself, that the claim of those people, who claim
that they love the Prophet but do not follow his practices, is not true. If there is some truth in
their claim, then their love without following is a baseless love. If they have invented certain
practices which are not according to what the Prophet preached, it is a deviation from the
religion. And it is similar to the Christians who, in love of Prophet Jesus, promoted him from the
rank of a ‘Prophet’ to the rank of ‘the son of God’.

The love of Prophet’s companions to him, was not only merely rational love, but it was
emotional love as well. Their emotions never caused them to trespass the limits imposed by the
Quran and the Sunnah (Prophet’s practices).

On one hand they accepted the extremes troubles that they had to suffer without any complains
but even a thorn in the Prophets foot caused them grief. While protecting the Prophet ~le 4 1)
(ples A5, they used to take the arrows on their own bodies. They used to protect the Prophet at
the cost of their own lives. Even women used to protect the Prophet at the cost of their sons,
husbands, fathers and brothers.

On the other hand, the practice of Prophet was so important for them, that they used to take care
of Prophet’s likes and dislikes. Anas (~c & ) reported:
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Anas said: The Prophet (alws ~le 4l =) was the most beloved person among his companions but they never
stood up for his respect because they knew that he dislikes it.

Based on your capabilities, you should accept the position which you do not

deserve. Abu Hanifa

If we look at the Muslims of modern world, we will find that their majority claims to have faith

in the Prophet but they do not follow his practice. They claim to love the Prophet but following
Sunnah is not important to them. They have invented a few rituals from their own instead of
following the Prophet. Some people celebrate his birthday, some cook and distribute food in his
name, whereas some organize rallies and pronounce slogans in his name.... They consider that
these things are enough to demonstrate their faith in and love with Prophet (alus A 5 ~de 4l La),



Visit www.mubashirnazir.org to read more articles about personality development.

You can find various people, who never perform the prayer, but they conduct congregations on
his birthday to praise him. They do not pay the Zakat (the mandatory charity) on their wealth, but
they spend thousands of dollars on the deviations they conduct in the name of Prophet.

They never try to read the Book of God and the ahadith of Prophet (plus A5 ~de &) Aa) and
transform their lives in the light of his teachings, but they portray themselves as extreme lovers
of Prophet and become adoring when they hear a poem about the Prophet.

This behavior is not limited to a specific class of our society. Our all groups claim to love the
Prophet but deviate from his path. Some others claim that they strictly follow the Prophet’s
Sunnah, but their Sunnah is limited to a few disputed issues. And they spend all their efforts on
these petty issues, as Prophet (alus A5 ~le & Lla) was sent by God to convey only these
disputed issues.

(This article is adopted from the works of Amin Ahsan Islahi. Excerpts from “Tazkiya-e-Nafs”
translated by Mubashir Nazir, reviewed by Muhammad Umar Khan)

Your comments and questions can add value to this article. Send an email at

Liked this article! If yes, also share it with your friends by sending its link.

Think about it!

® In your opinion, what are the reasons that people love with the Prophet ~ll5 ~le & Jla)
(a5 but ignore his teachings?

e Other than our famous sectarian disputes, identify three practices of our society for the
sake of Prophet’s love but in fact they are in violation of his teachings.

Please send your answers through email to post your comments on this web page.



